
 

 

we didn’t succeed but still told them they were 
incredible soccer players. These breakthroughs took 
a long time, but at the end of the season we were 
able to see them encouraging each other rather than 
just the coaches encouraging them.  
 
Moments like these are why I love coaching these 
girls. I am beyond excited to continue to grow with 
them as we embark upon a new season in the Spring. 
I know we will face many more tough moments and I 
am so excited to see how the Lord continues to work 
through each and every one of them.  

I had the opportunity to comfort them and encourage them this season. These conversations were such a 
gift and I was able to grow so much through each of them! During these conversations I was able to see 
these girls change the way they viewed themselves; they began to believe me when I said I loved them, 
when I told them how talented they were, and when 
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U14 Girls Club team & Holy Rosary 
This semester I had the opportunity to not only 
work with NorthStar’s U14 girls’ team but was 
also able to work with Holy Rosary Church and 
their soccer team, which allowed some NorthStar 
girls to guest play for them this season. Through 
both of these opportunities, I was able to grow in 
my leadership and coaching abilities.  
 
I was able to create deep connections with 
several of the girls in these photos. I was able to 
share the Gospel with them and remind them 
how loved they were; especially as we 
encountered struggles throughout the season.  

Above- U14 girls November tournament team. 

Above- U14 Holy Rosary & NorthStar team. 

For more information about our programs or how to get involved visit northstarsoccerminstries.org  

This upcoming season, all precautions taken, we plan to work more with the U14 tournament team. We will 
continue to work on technique, team cohesion, and learn about NorthStar’s values (Responsibility, 
Resilience, and Reverence). In addition to these values, we plan to implement four team values of the 
Captain’s choosing. These are helpful as we teach values in accordance to the Gospel and remind the girls 
throughout practice that we can still have fun and center our soccer around Christ and giving Him the glory. 
Please join us in prayer over the upcoming season and continue reading for what else is upcoming for 
NorthStar in 2021.  



 

 

 
 

What does soccer look like in the midst of a pandemic? 
I also had the opportunity to serve as NorthStar’s virtual 
soccer coordinator. As we are still in the midst of a year 
that looks drastically different, our organization was able to 
plan how we can still maintain relationships and teach 
quality soccer to players while still keeping them safe. I was 
able to create an online platform, training videos, and ways 
for players to submit videos for their coaches to review 
weekly. This program also consisted of 45-minute weekly 
meetings online.  

Ways to pray 
o Let’s Move! campaign. 
o COVID-19 subsides and allows for a safe season 

and return to play.  
o The home lives of the players we are trying to 

reach and their families. 
o We are currently in search of more staff, 

volunteers, and team sponsors. 
o The financial impact taken on our organization 

and the educational impact on the players 
through the pandemic. 

o Stamina through “pandemic ministry” for staff, 
volunteers, and supporters.  

What’s Next 
o Let’s Move! campaign within the elementary 

schools in urban Birmingham! (check out our 
website for a more in-depth description of the 
upcoming program). 

o We are working on creating devotion books for 
our volunteers to better incorporate the NorthStar 
values & offer a guideline on how to present team 
values. 

o We are looking to host a skill clinic for our in-
person teams for the upcoming season, pandemic 
permitting.  

o Currently, we are on the search for more 
volunteers and coaches for Let’s Move! and our 
future teams! 

For more information about our programs or how to get involved visit northstarsoccerminstries.org  

I was able to lead a team of five coaches this semester, who also led their own virtual groups. We were able to 
reach and coach about 20 players total. Through these meetings we not only got to assist the players in the 
continuation of their skill work but also got to share the Gospel. While these meetings were so much fun, there 
 were definitely moments of this program that were 

challenging. Some of these challenges included, the 
monotonous activity of online learning that the players 
faced, which decreased attendance. Additionally, 
working with schedules of players and coaches was 
difficult as everyone is busy with different things. We 
also faced the difficulty of Birmingham City Schools 
continually changing the school protocol for students. 

despite these challenges, this season was a great success. We were able to present the Gospel to players, 
create deeper relationships and inspire them to continue their soccer careers despite the current challenges.  
 
Working with these coaches and players this season was such a gift and our organization is still looking for 
ways to improve this program and hopefully use it as a way to reach more players in the future, even after we 
are able to resume in-person play. Please join us in prayer as we brainstorm the future of this program.  


